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Congratulations on purchasing the
Arturia KeyLab Essential mk3!

Get ready to start your musical journey.

KeyLab Essential is a class-compliant, universal MIDI controller, capable of harnessing the
power of practically any software instrument and DAW. It has been designed to enhance
your workflow, let you spend less time using a keyboard and mouse to create music, and
seamlessly integrate with Arturia Analog Lab V.

This instruction manual covers the general use and features of KeyLab Essential, and goes
into more detail on the technical aspects of the controller so you can make the most of its
advanced functionality.

In this package, you will find:

• KeyLab Essential controller keyboard
• USB cable
• Analog Lab V license for download
• Ableton Live Lite
• Native Instruments The Gentleman
• LoopCloud
• UVI Model D
• Melodics

Don’t lose your registration information! The serial numbers and activation codes detailed
in the Quick Start Guide are required to unlock your software.

Remember to register! It sounds boring, but it’s worth it. Registering is important because it
lets you download and activate Analog Lab V, as well as the Arturia MIDI Control Center.



Special Message Section
Specifications Subject to Change: The information contained in this manual is believed to
be correct at the time of printing. However, Arturia reserves the right to change or modify
any of the specifications without notice or obligation to update the hardware that has been
purchased.

IMPORTANT: The product and its software, when used in combination with an amplifier,
headphones or speakers, may be able to produce sound levels that could cause permanent
hearing loss. DO NOT operate for long periods of time at a high level or at a level that is
uncomfortable.

If you encounter any hearing loss or ringing in the ears, you should consult an audiologist.

NOTICE: Service charges incurred due to a lack of knowledge relating to how a function
or feature works (when the product is operating as designed) are not covered by the
manufacturer’s warranty, and are therefore the owner's responsibility. Please study this
manual carefully and consult your dealer before requesting service.

Precautions include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Read and understand all the instructions.
2. Always follow the instructions on the instrument.
3. Before cleaning the instrument, always remove the USB cable. When cleaning,

use a soft and dry cloth. Do not use gasoline, alcohol, acetone, turpentine or any
other organic solutions; do not use a liquid cleaner, spray or cloth that's too wet.

4. Do not use the instrument near water or moisture, such as a bathtub, sink,
swimming pool or similar place.

5. Do not place the instrument in an unstable position where it might accidentally
fall over.

6. Do not place heavy objects on the instrument. Do not block openings or vents
of the instrument; these locations are used for air circulation to prevent the
instrument from overheating. Do not place the instrument near a heat vent at any
location with poor air circulation.

7. Do not open or insert anything into the instrument that may cause a fire or
electrical shock.

8. Do not spill any kind of liquid onto the instrument.
9. Always take the instrument to a qualified service center. You will invalidate your

warranty if you open and remove the cover, and improper assembly may cause
electrical shock or other malfunctions.

10. Do not use the instrument with thunder and lightning present; otherwise it may
cause long distance electrical shock.

11. Do not expose the instrument to hot sunlight.
12. Do not use the instrument when there is a gas leak nearby.
13. Arturia is not responsible for any damage or data loss caused by improper

operation of the instrument.
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1. WELCOME TO KEYLAB ESSENTIAL

1.1. What’s KeyLab Essential?

Congratulations – you have made a great choice!

KeyLab Essential has been designed to be your best friend when you're making music.
Whether on stage, in studio or while rehearsing and jamming, you need transparency and
direct routes to the sounds you have in your head.

KeyLab Essential is a lighweight and easy-to-use MIDI keyboard controller. But don’t let
its elegant appearance fool you — it’s huge on features usually found in more expensive
keyboards.

Not only can you use KeyLab Essential to play your sound modules (inside or outside of
your computer), but also control important functions inside your DAW. This will boost your
workflow!

KeyLab Essential automatically recognizes and controls popular DAWs including Ableton
Live, Apple Logic Pro, Bitwig Studio, Image-Line FL Studio, and Steinberg Cubase. On top of
that, KeyLab Essential can control any DAW using the MCU/HUI protocol.

You can control your DAW transport with dedicated Transport buttons, use the knobs to
tweak plug-in parameters, and adjust track volumes and pans by using the KeyLab Essential
faders.

A complete keyboard production studio, KeyLab Essential also comes with the incredible
Arturia Analog Lab V – your very own vintage and modern keyboard collection, with access
to over 2000 presets from the award-winning V Collection, ready to customize and play in
an instant.

Whether you want a searing-hot synth lead or an ethereal string pad, a vintage upright
piano or a complex, animated soundscape, KeyLab Essential gives you everything you need
to perform and record. All the ingredients of the cocktail are there and ready to be mixed
according to your own style.
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